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EXHIBIT 11

Letter dated March 2, 1906 to Commissioner of Indian Affairs
from J.R. Meskimmons
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,

UNITED SBTATES INDIAN BHRVIOH,

Carson City Nevada
Maroch, 2, 1908.
The Honorabls, -~
The Commissioner Indien Affairsa,

Washington D,.O. .
SiT:  On page % of my letter of Jen.23, 10068, T mentioned the fact I
that there waa no reservoir site of rmuch value below Magon Vallsy, i
and that I u:.'lderstood. that the Reolemation SJervioce lLud under conaid-
eration the location of a reservolr mddm in the Antelope Valley on : l
the Head waters of the ¥Walker River,and that I was not prepared to ' ) !
say Just what conclusions had been reached in regard tc sgme. Howewsr
I had hiead from what appeared to bs good authority that the réser--
voir had been roportod.aa being entirely :;aaible and that the people i
of MHuason and Smith's valleys would avail themselves of the irrige-
tion 1a|r_, organize themmelves under itse provisions and ask the Depart-
ment to proceed with the sonstruotion of the remervolr in quedtion.

I therefore diamissed for the time being the quedtion of the Ind-

lan Department making use of that partioular reservoir site a nd
and tried to looate another but found none worth mentioning, andbe- ' s
cause oY the oconditions just mentioned suggested that it might be !
nacesasary to prooure water by pumping elither from the 1ake'or from
wells. T have followed up the idea of pumping and find that the more !
T look into it the Yema feamible it becomes,and am more than ever

satigfisd that pumping should be used only as & last resort.
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(Hon.Oom.;23) 2/
I therefore continued the search for a reservoir slte and in oonver-
sation with the Tarmera of Smith BBQ.“““?E_!E}leyf }aarned that there
are many large farmers in tliese two valleya who will not agree to
the Trripation act -whioh 1limits the amount of land whioh can be irri-
gated to 160 aor~~ per individual and the opinion is that theres iam
no commoen ground aocepteble to the Interior Department upon which
tha farmers are willing to stand,anc that 1: ’a 1likely to tuke years
to settle the water righte as among themselves,

Upen the receipt oi' the gbove information I determined to
visit the bafors mentioned reservoir site and report to you upon the
feasibility of its ume for the Indians.

.+” 1 find it to be an ideal site —large snough to hold from

50'000to 60,000 acre feet which 13 about the minimum flow of Eh: wal-

\ ker river during the non-irriratixpg season. It i3 a natural basin

i almost surrounded by mountaina,into which the waters of the Walker

river can easily be led through a oanal or canals from a polnt abowe
and from whioh the seme oan be teken by means of a tunnel and return-
ed to the river again. A levee ocan be thrown asrozs t™s upper

8ide of the r~mervoir which will inorease the cspacity of emme very
materially if neceded. I dc net know of a place whers the sane
emo:nt of water can be stored at the game oost.

The Indians will need a large proportion if not all the water
that can be stored here,as during a d»y sezron they are without water
from the firat of June on to the end of the season, Counténg the
loan o1 one half during transmission in seepage and evaporation wﬁioh
is very oonservative am there probably sixty miles of river hetween

the reservoir and the land to be irrigated, thars would be approx—
i

imatelv 25,000 aore feeﬁrwailablo. This would sufficiewnt to irrigats
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10,200 anrag well three times.

Tf thig aite 18 secured ali of the leavel land on the reseraa-
tion omn be irripated. This omounts to fully 10,000 aocres. If it
is not ussd I have yet to disocover & sotisfactory method of irrigat-
ing same.

Uper my errival al the site I found the raeservoir half
full of water and upon inquiry gained the following information the
truth of' whioch T habe no resson to doubt.

1. Rickey Land and Cattle Co. is diverting the water of
the river through-a vanal into the rdservoir,and hes been doing the
the same for some time. The resefvoir hag been filded to such an
extent as to require the moving of the pudblic road which they are
nov doing. This Oorporation orRickey which which is practically
one and the seme, has employed an engineer whose name is saill 10 be
Henderson for the purpose of building said rcad around the mountain
also of aconstructing a +tunnel and cosirolling worgs in order-to use
the water of' the reservoir for tne irrigcation of tne land ol the
Snith and llason valleys in sxchanre for the natwral flow of the river
during the Mrmer rmonths,which he intends to epply to his or their
ow¥n land above the reiexvolr. They have employed miners to sink
test holsa alonz the line of survey of ths tunnel,all of which ssems
%0 show that thile Corporation has taken poagagsion of this reservoir
gsite for the benefit of themesslves in oppossition to ths fulingd of
the Jommimsioner of the Oeneral Land 6ffice and later of the Seore—

. tary of the Interiom.

———t
U g

The lagal status of the case is set forth in a letter from

the U.S.Distriot Attorney which I herswith encloss.
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In view of Lhe above faots I lhave the hencr to recormend

/-that ihe Derartrant take irmediats stepm to seocure thiir regerveir . [
site for the Indians of the ¥alker River reservation,that I he auth- ’ ' '
orized and instructed to take such steps as the Department think Ty

beat in the premises to wravent this valuamble reservoir site from
falling into ‘the hunds of private individuals or csorpcrationa,and

that Y be instruoted to submit plans and estimates for the conatruat—

ion of tunnel,controlling works esto.nscessary to the use of madd N
{ Tewervolr for ths Indisns. .
Very reapgotfully,
: a= g (O § 1
D, fupt.Irrig.» $,D.A. P :
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